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The Order of the Builders 


Defined Object 


“The object of the Order of The 
Builders is to promote the mental, 
moral, physical and spiritual develop- 
ment of its members, to develop their 
activities in all that relates to individ- 
ual duty to parents; cleanliness of 
mind and body; duty to God; social, 
civic, state and national betterment; 
defense of civil, religious, political 
and intellectual liberty; and to pro- 
vide a means by fraternal association 
and relationship through which to 
develop activities aiming for the 
mutual and constructive advancement 
of those coming within the range of 
its purpose and plans.” 
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What About America’s Future? 


If three leading questions were propounded 
to the thinking adult of today, the unhesitating 
reply to the first two would be, that “as citi- 
zens they were interested in the future of 
America”; that ‘‘a_nation’s—future welfare 
could very a eee —_hy—the 
general conditions—surrounding” its youth at 
any given time.” 


The reply to the third question would de- 
pend somewhat upon whether the adult was 
the parent or guardian of an adolescent youth, 
and his inclination or opportunity for ob- 
servation; generally, however, the answer 
would be that “the attitude of and conditions 
surrounding the American youth of today, 
were not indicative of nor conducive to the 
building of a stable, moral, home-loving, 
patriotic manhood of tomorrow, without some 
direct and positive means being employed to 
stem the constantly growing menace to his 
best interests and advancement.”’ 


In this latter statement let it be understood 
that only the utmost interest and friendliness 
is implied to the boy of today, and witha keen 
desire to be of service to him in attaining his 
normal birthright of respectable and respected 
citizenship. The conditions of the modern 
youth’s surroundings are not of his own mak- 
ing, but rather of the adult. He—the youth— 
has been pointed to the flowery paths of. ease 
largely by the example “of his elders; and, in 
the natural seeking of new experiences he has 

een permit to seductive 
trails too often unhampered by. the early re- 
straining hand and training of parental au- 
thority, or by the guidance of experienced 
friendly counsel. 


It will not be necessary here to elaborate 
or detail the characteristics of the “‘menace”’ 
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to which reference has been made; it is ap- 
parent to the most casual observer. Should, 
‘however, any doubt. exist_in the mind.of. any 
sincere seeker of knowledge, let him observe 
the freedom, lure and temptations presented 
to the-modern ‘youth in his leisure.and recre- 
ational. hours.—-Then, instead of condemning 
the youth for existing conditions, let him 
place the blame upon the adult (parents or 
otherwise) where it really belongs; and un- 
derstand that the modern youth has been 
given a freedom to which he is uneducated, 
and for which in his growing stage of life he 
is totally unfitted. 


The results of these conditions and this 
“menace” to our American youth can only be 
measured by natural law. “As the twig is 
bent so will the tree incline” is an old adage; 
multiply this truth in its singular application 
by the present flourishing and spreading 
growth of destructive agencies, and—without 
the adoption of the most intensive restrictive 
effort and power—there is presented not 
alone that which constitutes a Nation’s peril, 
but rather that which evidences its ultimate 
and early decay and oblivion. 


It is in the interests of the American youth 
and of America that this article is written; 
its purpose is to present a direct and positive 
means of stemming the constantly growing 
tide of conditions destructive to both the boy’s 
and the nation’s progress and development; 
to aid the youth of the present who has wan- 
dered down the easy trails of destructive 
agencies to “‘beat back,’”? and to guard his 
successor and succeeding generations from 
the pitfalls into which too many of today’s 
best young manhood have fallen. 


This article, which presents a way out, is 
addressed primarily to thinking members of 
the Masonic Fraternity; its aim, however, is 
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far-reaching, and is as important to other 
fraternal orders, to church groups, and to him 
or them not affiliated with either Order or 
group, but who is interested in the future of 
America. 


Of the peculiar importance of this message 
to members of the Masonic fraternity, let it 
be understood that, from out of the past, 
America, as a Nation, presents to them a 
never ending and an ever increasing challenge 
of responsibility for her present and future 
welfare and progress. 


That as Masonry—as represented by her 
individual members—stood at the helm when 
America—a nation of liberty, light and 
progress—was born in God-fearing righteous- 
ness, as through them and their adherence to 
Masonic principles, Liberty, Equality and Fra- 
ternity were drafted for the first time into 
the fundamental law and government of a 
nation, so today there rests upon the men of 
Masonry, the responsibility for the preserva- 
tion of those ideals, and of perpetuating 
through the youths who are to come after 
them, those principles of morality, righteous- 
ness, patriotism and brotherhood, which form 
the basis of Masonry’s being, and which have 
been, must be and ever will be the foundation 
of America’s peace, progress and prosperity. 

In considering conditions surrounding mod- 
ern youth it will be understood that the 
method of counteracting modern indifference, 
and of stemming the tide of conditions that 
are destructive to the youths’ best interests, 
will not simply be by warning or precept. 
These have their place, but without the con- 
tinued personal interest and supervision of 
men who unswervingly dedicate both time and 
talent to a self-imposed task, without a defi- 
nite and continued means to. repeatedly 
impress the foundation truths of real, 
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progressive manhood, warning and precept— 
valuable though they be—will not change 
conditions with which youth is constantly con- 
fronted, nor which has been builded or im- 
bedded in their nature through the years of 
its growth. 

With a consciousness of these things in the 
minds of men interested in boys and their 
highest development, with a keen sense of the 
responsibility resting upon them in perpetu- 
ating the principles of the fraternity they 
loved, a little over five years ago a group of 
Masons established a self-perpetuating Order 
or organization, for the purpose of welding 
together—under the guidance and leadership 
of volunteer members of the Masonic fra- 
ternity—selected young men, between the 
ages of fourteen and twenty-one, and with 
the definite aim of developing in their minds 
and lives, those standards of right-living, 
morality and patriotism which are the basis 
of constructive manhood and the highest form 
of stable and patriotic citizenship. 

It was thus that the 
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was born early in 1921; it was a means to 
bring young men together under proper guid- 
ance for mutual self help and fraternal as- 
sociation; to give them the best possible 
sponsorship, and through them to create a 
constructive influence among their com- 
panions and associates. 


In the deliberations and analysis of the 
purpose to which they were committed, these 
men early developed some very definite stand- 
ards which in their judgment were necessary 
as the essential and primary basis of the or- 
ganization they sought to promote or estab- 
lish. Briefly these were as follows: 


Its government must be representative and 
after the pattern of the lodge and the Grand 
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Lodge of Masons, and as well the representa- 
tive government of the nation in which it 
must operate and whose principles it must 
ever seek to inculcate. 


It must be an organization of the widest 
latitude, planned to reach the greatest num- 
ber of eligible applicants, and dependent in 
the formation of its Chapters or groups upon 
the recommendation of members of _ the 
Masonic fraternity, and not of collective 
Masonic bodies or the endorsement of any 
particular rite beyond the lodge. 


It must be an organization, dependent, it is 
true, upon Masonic service, yet standing upon 
its own foundation. It must be an activity of 
the lodge member, not the lodge, sponsored 
and supervised by Masons, not Masonry. 


_ It must be a complementary force to both 
Masonry and the Church; and while provid- 
ing in a very definite way for the moral and 
patriotic development of boys, it must provide 
a no less certain and continuous means for 
the individual fulfillment of Masonic service. 


It must be self-sustaining and economic, 
both in its inception and maintenance, and so 
planned as to be within reach of the naturally 
limited means of boys in their teens. 


It must be so organized as to avoid the 
gathering of its membership into large, un- 
wieldly groups, seeking only numerical or 
spectacular progress, and so planned as to 
divide its membership into groups of such 
limited numbers as to insure and maintain 
ample and continued personal supervision over 
their individual and collective welfare and 
progress; and as well in both its initial costs 
and maintenance, to enable the formation of 
these groups in the communities in which the 
boys reside. 
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It must provide the widest opportunity for 
the building up of its membership, in that it 
must be available to the sons and brothers of 
Masons—and their friends—and to the serv- 
ice of members of the Masonic fraternity in 
every community in which a Masonic lodge is 
located, regardless of the existence of Ma- 
sonic bodies other than the lodge. 


Its ritual must be symbolic and direct in its 
teachings of both morality, manhood and 
patriotism; and must not in any manner of 
direct or indirect inference arouse the spirit 
of intolerance in the youthful mind towards 
any creed or race, or to anything: other than 
to those forces that are destructive to the 
ideal American home, community or patriotic 


life. 


These standards have been rigidly adhered 
to and under the wise plan of its formation 
the Order has grown beyond the widest ex- 
pectations of its founders. 


Considering the ideals of those responsible 
for the Order’s formation, it is a significant 
statement of fact that wherever a Chapter 
has been formed and maintained under proper 
guidance and supervision, the moral and 
patriotic tone, both among members and non- 
members of the Order, among the youth and 
frequently the elders of the community in 
which the Chapter is located, has been dis- 
tinctly elevated; while in many communities 
there has not only been noted a renewal of 
the old standards of home and spiritual life, 
but as well a remarkable decrease in juvenile 
and youthful delinquency. 


REVIEW OF THE BUILDERS 


In the formation of Chapters the first re- 
quirement is that the proposed Chapter shall 
be sponsored by a member of the Masonic 
fraternity who makes up an Advisory Council 
of four or five members to guide, direct and 
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counsel the members of the proposed Chapter. 


The charter membership of a Chapter must 
consist of twenty or more boys, between the 
ages of fourteen and twenty-one, who are sons 
or brothers of members of the Masonic fra- 
ternity. After the chapter is formed, mem- 
bership is open to all sons and brothers of 
members of the Masonic fraternity and, be- 
yond this, to the friends and associates of 
members who are not Masonically connected, 
but who are admitted upon the approval of 
the members of Advisory Council of the 
Chapter. 


The Ritual of the Order is symbolic and 
direct. It is made up of two impressive and 
dramatic degrees—the Apprentice Builder 
and the Builder—the Apprentice Builder out- 
lining the lessons in the pathway of life; the 
Builder being historic and patriotic; combined, 
they impart in a forceful manner the prin- 
ciples outlined in the Order’s object. 


These degrees teach the binding force of 
friendship and fraternal association; they 
broaden the scope and vision of life in both 
boys and men; they teach the principles of 
morality and right living in a manner that 
ean never be forgotten; they impress the 
necessity of duty to parents and respect for 
authority; they guide the youth into the 
building of character by daily habits of right 
thinking and conduct; they inculcate the true 
spirit of patriotism by pointing out the 
dangers confronting our government; and in 
appealing as they do to all that is best in the 
youthful mind, they put the members and 
their hearers squarely up against the strong 
ties and real experiences of their every day 
lives, and teach the way of usefulness and 
right living in words and ways that any father 
might be proud to have laid upon the lips and 
impressed upon the heart of his son. 
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Outside of the business and ritualistic exer- 
cises which teach the youth self-assurance and 
reliance, the Chapters promote their own drill 
teams, and both individually and in collective 
competition conduct athletic activities, debates 
and entertainments in such manner as to keep 
their members active and healthy in mind and 
body and to bring out the best that is in them. 


All meetings of the Builders are open to 
members of the Masonic fraternity, who are 
not only invited but urged to attend. In this 
connection one of the wholly unlooked for— 
because indirect—results of the Builders’ 
work in their Chapters has been the marked 
benefit to Masons interested. The Order is 
not Masonic in any sense—it could not be— 
yet no Mason can sympathetically follow the 
work of the Builders without being a better, 
stronger and more devoted member of the 
fraternity whose members sponsor the boys, 
their Chapters and their Order in their jour- 
ney toward the highest ideals in life and 
citizenship. 

This, then, is the “‘Builders,’’ an organiza- 
tion limited in its scope, but established for 
the purpose of building men of high character 
and high ideals—righteous, true, high-minded, 
loyal and patriotic citizens—from the youth 
of today. In the work of the Order is no 
hint of antagonistic or negative teachings, ex- 
cept by way of directing avoidance of that 
which prevents and destroys clean manhood. 
Each of the officers and members—from the 
Grand Master Builder to the youngest in- 
itiate—are committed to the constructive, the 
positive and the upbuilding, both in their own 
lives and in the influence they shed among 
their associates and in the community. 


Probably no other organization has had 
such a remarkable history. Its growth has 
been solely because of forces working inside 
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of the boys themselves; forces which made 
the movement a power from the moment of 
its birth. Not being built on money, the ab- 
sence of money cannot kill it. Relying for 
support only upon the desire of men to help 
clean boys stay clean, the absence of organ- 
ized patronage cannot crush it. 


Of the “Order of the Builders” only this 

may be said, that each additional Builder 
brings happiness to at least one more home; 
at least one more coming citizen has one more 
strong anchor holding him to his best self; 
while in its sponsoring by members of the 
Masonic fraternity, at least two human beings 
are brought into closer bonds of brotherhood, 
one boy and one man who aim to be good and 
true. 
To you—the members of the Masonic fra- 
ternity—you who will seek the highest and 
best development of the youth of teday—you 
who seek the perpetuation of the principles 
of our beloved fraternity, you who in the 
midst of modern destructive conditions would 
serve and sacrifice for America’s future— 
even as our forefathers, the men of yesterday, 
served and sacrificed in the past—you who 
would safeguard for the coming generation 
and the generations yet unborn their birth- 
right of freedom and enlightenment, to you 
we commend 
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and urge your interest and cooperation in 
the widest promotion of its aim. 
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Formation of Chapters 


Chapters of the Order may be formed, upon 
application to and authority of the Central 
Council, by any interested member of any 
regular lodge of Freemasons, provided that 
the necessary number of boys are available, 
that a safe and secure meeting place can be 
secured, and with the assurance that an Ad- 
visory Council of Master Masons will be 
maintained to supervise and promote the ac- 
tivities of the Chapter. 


Fees 


The initiation fee and the annual dues are 
—with certain restrictions—fixed by the 
Chapter. The minimum fee for initiation is 
$5.00 and may not exceed $10.00. The an- 
nual membership dues are not less than $2.00 
and may not exceed $6.00 per year. These 
fees accrue to the Chapter except for a small 
initiatory and annual per capita fee which ac- 
crues to the Central Council and which is 
utilized for its operation and for promotional 
work. 

Charters and Dues 


The fee for the issuance of a Charter by 
the Central Council for the formation of a 
Chapter is $10.00, which amount must ac- 
company the petition. Upon the conferring 
of the initiatory ceremonies each Chapter re- 
mits to the Central Council the sum of fifty 
cents for each new initiate, and at the end of 
each year the sum of twenty-five cents for 
each member shown on its roster as having 
been affiliated with the Order for a period of 
more than six months. 


Bible to Each Initiate 


One of the requirements of the initiatory 
ceremonies is the presentation to each initiate 
of the standard leather covered Bible of the 
Order (4%x6%, embossed with the insignia 
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of the Order and containing the Builders 
presentation page), the cost of which is usu- 
ally defrayed by the Chapter from the initia- 
tion fees. 


The Bibles may be ordered from the Cen- 
tral Council or direct from the publisher, 
Saalfield Publishing Company, Akron, Ohio, 
and will be furnished in any quantity only to 
authorized Chapters of the Builders at the 
actual cost of $1.40 each, plus transportation 
charges. . 

Insignia 

The Insignia of the Order, which is copy- 
righted, is neatly gotten up in the form of a 
lapel button of standard size; and orders may 
be forwarded for these—at a cost of 25 cents 
each—to the Central Council or to the official 
Jewelers, Spies Bros., 27 E. Monroe Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. (The presentation of lapel 
buttons is optional with Chapters. ) 


Ritual 


The ritual exercises are made up of two 
impressive and dramatic degrees—the Ap- 
prentice Builder and the Builder—the Ap- 
prentice Builder outlining the lessons and 
pathway of life; the Builder being historic and 
patriotic; combined, they are intensely inter- 
esting and impart in a forceful manner the 
principles outlined in the Order’s object. 


Interspersed as they are with appropriate 
music, the conferring of the two degrees oc- 
cupy about one and one-half hours. 


GOR D#ER +0 F “TA E. 8. UlP Se eee 


How to Form a Chapter 


If you to whom this message comes are willing 

To put your interest in boys to practical use: 

To build for the present as well as the future: 

To be a friend and counsellor to boys and 

To maintain your own youth in your associa- 
tion with them, 


1st: Determine to sponsor a Chapter. 


2nd: Get several additional members 
of the Masonic fraternity imbued with the 
same spirit, who will serve with you as an 
Advisory Council to a Chapter of wide-awake 
progressive boys. 


3rd: Fix on a safe and secure place where 

the Chapter may meet at least twice each 
month and where the rental costs will not be 
prohibitive. (Frequently a meeting place can 
be secured without, or at a nominal, rental 
cost from interested Masonic lodges or bodies 
at times when the hall would otherwise be 
vacant.) 


4th: Apply to the Central Council (1901— 
159 North State Street, Chicago, Illinois) for 
copy of the Constitutions and Statutes of the 
Order and for petition forms on which to 
register the names of the members of the Ad- 
visory Council and of the boys (20 or more) 
who are desirous of uniting as Charter mem- 
bers of a Chapter of the Order. 


5th: Invite the members of any particular 
lodge or group of lodges to bring their sons 
or brothers, between the ages of fourteen and 
twenty-one, to a specific meeting, or, 

Call a meeting of the sons and brothers of 
members of any particular lodge or group of 
lodges (by an announcement to the lodge’s 
membership or otherwise), 


Where the object of the Order can be fully 
explained and clearly outlined and such boys 
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registered as are desirous of uniting in the 
formation of a Chapter. 


(A name for the proposed Chapter should 
be determined on at the meeting at which 
petition is signed and inserted in the applica- 
tion for Charter.) 


6th: As soon as the Charter Membership 
and the Advisory Council have been enrolled 
the application for Charter, with the required 
fee of $10.00, should be immediately for- 
warded to the Central Council (1901—159 
North State Street, Chicago, Ill.), when, to- 
gether with the Charter, full instructions will 
be sent and arrangements made for initiating 
the members, instituting the Chapter and in- 
stalling its officers. 


7th: Pending receipt of the Charter and 
instructions from the Central Council, it is 
suggested that the preliminary organization 
formed with the signing of the petition, get 
together at a subsequent meeting for the pur- 
pose of collecting initiation fees, etc., and 
particularly of electing and appointing officers 
to govern the Chapter; and by this means en- 
able the Central Council to install the officers 
at the time the Chapter is instituted and per- 
mit the boys to proceed with the conduct of 
the Chapter without unnecessary delay. 


After the first election officers are elected 
semi-annually, at the first business meetings 
of June and December, and may be re-elected 
for a second term if such be the will of the 
Chapter membership. 


The officers of Chapters are as follows and 
rank in the order named: 


Elective 
Master Builder Deputy Master Builder 
Senior Inspector Junior Inspector 
Senior Overseer Junior Overseer 
Secretary Treasurer 
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Appointive 
Chaplain Marshal 
Stewards (4) Sentinel 
Organist, who may be a member of the 
Chapter or a Master Mason. 


Chapter Supplies 


When new Chapters are formed a supply of 


15 Rituals 
2 Copies of the Constitutions and Statutes 
1 Copy of Floor Exercises 


and a sufficient number of Bibles (and in- 
signia if ordered) to supply the Charter mem- 
bership are sent by the Central Council to the 
Chairmen of the Advisory Council prior to 
the initiatory ceremonies and bill to cover 
these is sent to the Chapter. - The cost of the 
Rituals and Constitution and Statutes are 
25 cents each, Floor Exercises 50 cents each, 
Bibles $1.40 each. (Insignia, if ordered, 25 
cents each.) 

With these are also sent a Chapter Seal 
(which remains the property of the Central 
Council) and the standard report forms of 
the Central Council. 


Additional Requisites 

The additional essential paraphernalia for 
the conduct of Chapter meetings are 

Altar Bible 

National Flag 

Gavels (2) 

(These may be borrowed until such time 
as the Chapter is able to furnish its own.) 

Book for Registration of Members 

Secretary’s Record and Minute Book 

Treasurer’s Record 

Costs 

Based upon the minimum number of boys 

(20) necessary to secure Charters, and the 
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minimum fee of $5.00 for initiation, the maxi- 
mum initial cost for installing a Chapter 
would be 


ol) 3 1 SUSE) SY seca Sani, 1 eae ORME een a hes $10.00 
Bibles (20) @ 1.40 each.......... 28.00 
Rituals (15) @. scab: €achs 32.4 3.75 
Constitution and Statutes (2).............. .50 
PPOOPEMXELCICES. C1 ):..o2cc.ccncccaccceeccecenaccoce .50 
Supplies for Chapter (Estimated)........ 20.00 
Builders Buttons (20) @ 25 cents each 5.00 

$67.75 


Assuming that a meeting place is provided 
the Chapter and that the Chapter absorb all 
expenses, including buttons, the entire initial 
cost is amply provided for from the initiatory 
fee of the Charter membership. (With more 
than the minimum number of boys—there is 
no maximum—the only increase in the costs 
given would be for initiation, Bibles and 
buttons.) 


New Members 


After the Chapter had been instituted, any 
boy of the required age, who is the son or 
brother of a Master Mason, may petition for 
membership; while each member has the privi- 
lege of proposing for membership, once each 
calendar year, one of his friends or com- 
panions who is not Masonically connected. 


Advisory Councils 


The Advisory Councils are for the purpose 
of governing and directing the activities of 
Chapters and at least one of their members 
is required to be present at all meetings of 
the Chapter. 


These men volunteer as guides and friends 
of the boys and the Chapter—not as dictators. 
The boys put on their own work, conduct their 
own business meetings, and govern themselves 
with the guidance of their elder brothers, and 
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call for assistance only on those occasions 
when they get into—or are likely to get into 
—some sort of jam and need help to get 
straightened out. 


It is suggested that the Advisory Council 
form itself into a committee with a Chairman 
to guide the committee and to be its author- 
ized representative; and that each member of 
the committee charge himself with the promo- 
tion of a specific activity in the interest of 
the Chapter—viz:—One should supervise the 
ceremonials and drill the boys in their ritual 
work; another might look after the general 
attendance of both Builders and visitors; 
another, athletics; another, entertainment and 
amusement; and so on. In other words, each 
should be assigned some specific duty—and 
fulfill it. 


Building, the Builders 


In organizing or promoting Chapters of the 
Order of the Builders the fact should be par- 
ticularly understood that while ritual neces- 
sarily forms a primary and basic foundation 
of progress and development, if the proposed 
organizations are to depend solely on the 
ritual exercises for the promotion of their 
purpose, they will eventually fail; for beyond 
the ritual exercises is the need of education. 
of impressing and teaching the lessons which 
the ritual defines, in order to enable their 
being carried into daily use and practice. 


So far as can be done by regulation, the 
teaching of the principles embodied in the 
Order’s ritual are provided for by the Cen- 
tral Council; ceremonial exercises of Chap- 
ters are limited to once a month; and at each 
stated or business meeting—other than cere- 
monial—it is necessary that at least one part 
of the ceremonial exercises be rendered and 
explained, by either the Chapter officers or 
a member of the Advisory Council, and the 
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assignment made to each of the members 
present at the meeting, of especially working 
out, in their daily lives and contact with 
others, between meetings, the principles em- 
bodied in the part rendered and explained. 


With this, then, it will be understood and 
cannot be too strongly urged in the promo- 
tion and formation of Chapters, that while a 
ritualistic program is primarily essential, this 
must be strongly supplemented by other ac- 
tivities of amusement, educational and physi- 
cal development, planned by the Advisory 
Council and other interested Masonic mem- 
bership, in order to maintain the interest and 
promote the highest welfare of those coming 
within the range of the Order’s purpose. 
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What Men Say of the Builders 


“The Builders represent an honest effort to 
build a dependable manhood.” 


“The Builders build not alone for better 
boys, its work and teachings strike into the 
side-lines of those who witness its degrees 
and makes bigger, better men.” 


“You who are Builders are pioneers in the 
onward march of progression; the forerun- 
ners in the pathway of light.’ 


“There is in the Order every element that 
appeals to the real boy who expects to be a 
man among men.” 


“T see in the Builders the promise of what 
is to be in the future, the glorious prediction 
of a stronger, cleaner, purer and more noble 
citizenship.” 


“The Order of the Builders is fast finding 
its place in the world because it has been 
erected on the foundation that has withstood 
the ages.’’ 


“The Builders build towards Masonic ideals. 
They can be realized today.” 


“The inspiration gave the organizers of the 

| Order of the Builders for Boys the vision to 

| recognize that the protection and guidance of 

| boyhood, the world’s greatest asset, is vital to 
the destiny of the Nation.”’ 


r “A boy is surrounded by weakness and 
dangers; but the strength and safety he wants 
by himself, he finds when he is united with 
: his equals. The Order of the Builders not 
only attracts the boy’s attention it rivets it 
- upon higher ideals and higher standards of 
- life. It will make for better citizenship; it 
' will safeguard and protect the home and it 
will not alone build a greater Nation but a 
Nation of bigger and better men.” 


‘In my opinion what has been done to date 
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is the beginning of one of, if not the greatest, 
movements that has been inaugurated. The 
far-reaching and beneficial results that are 
bound to be reached cannot be measured, ex- 
cept by the higher type of manhood that will 
logically and ultimately be the outcome.” 


“T am struck by the thought that in rear- 
ing our boys we have not always exercised 
the greatest care in surrounding them with 
uplifting influences, calculated to insure their 
healthy and proper development, and to as- 
sure their growth to the highest and best type 
of manhood. We have at times been prone 
to believe that our children will naturally fol- 
low in their parents’ footsteps, that the prin- 
ciples and natural inclinations of the father 
will be the principles and inclinations of the 
son. Every member of our craft is desirous 
that his son eventually shall become a Mason, 
but too few of us have thought it necessary 
to definitely assure that desirable end by a 
systematic and definite course of training, 
that would naturally lead to a desire to re- 
ceive the light of Masonry, when he arrives at 
the years of discretion. The Order of the 
Builders for Boys is designed to fill this long 
felt need.” 


_ “The Builders increase the interest in and 
attendance at the lodge through the renewed 
inspiration of its teachings.” 


Major General Harry C. Hale, commanding 
the 6th Corps Area, U. S. Army, says: 


“The ceremony that I witnessed appealed 
to me very strongly as a patriotic demonstra- 
tion, and the earnestness and seriousness of 
those boys whom I saw filled me with en- 
couragement and hope for the future. It 
seems to me that the greater we can make 
such an organization, the better for our 
country in general.”’ 
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